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HEN I had the : honour to make a motion 
in the Houſe, this day three weeks, rela- 
tive to the books writte n by Mr. Brothers, it can- 
not be ſuppoſcd that 1 the actual ſituation of the 
author was out of in y mind- very far from it. 
I had, indeed, on tha t day, defigned to bring 
forward the ſubject in the form and manner in 
which [ now preſent it ; but altered my plan, in 
conlequence of advice f rom an honourable mem- 
ber, my very particular friend, and whole opinion 
has always great weight 1 with me. When I had lo 
deviated from my origin, al idea, I had the misfor- 
tune to be told, by the 1 nolt reſpectable and moſt 
reſpected authority in thi. 5 Houle, that the motion 
I was then about to mak e was exceedingly objec- 
tionable in point of ma tter. In this firuition, 
which way can I turn my ſelf? What rule ſhall I 
adopt for my conduct? N ione, none but my own 
ſenſe of duty. ; 
A conſcientious diſcha rge of thoſe functions 
which the Britiſh Conſtitu ton, fo juſtly venerated 
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by all of us, has conſigned t » that branch of the 
Legiſlature of which 1 form an unworthy part, 
muſt and ſhall be my guid -. Independent by 
principle, and attached to n » party, I will not 
flinch from the taſk inpoſed on me by circum- 


ſtances, or pointed out to me by the hand of Pro- 


vidence : but I will certainly | »y every conciliatory 
argument, and in the very ip irit of humility, en- 
deavour to diveſt difapprobat) on of its frown, and 
diſarm prejudice of its ſeveriſ y. 

Sir, the papers which act :ording to my notice 
of yeſterday, { ſhall this da! / move to be laid on 


your Table, are, 1it, A cop y of the information 


whatever it way be, on w nich was founded the 
warrant from the Secretary (If State for the Home 
Department, by which Ric hard Brothers was ar- 


reſted on the 4th of laſt m_;onth, on ſuſpicion of 


treaſonable practices, togett er with a copy of the 
ſaid warrant. 2dly. His xamination before the 
Privy Council. And Idi y. che minute of the 
whole proccedings held at the King's Arms Ta- 


vern, Palace Yard, on a wr: t 4. Lunatic inquirendo, 


together with the verdict of * the Jury there impan- 
nelled. If all, or : any of ti 1eſe papers are granted, 
on them I mean to ground a motion for the Houſe 
to reſolve itſelf into a ( ommittee, to take the 
whole matter into conſid tration, and give ſuch 
relief thereon, as 1h its v 11Jom it ſhall deem re- 

uiſite: and as to- morro v is an open day, I hope 
I ſhall be indulged with fo favourable an oppor— 
tunity for my puͤrpoſe. 

When reflect on the ſubject of my motion of 
the ziſt March, I oũh nn Jam both ſurpriſed and 
concerned that it ſhould have experienced ſo little 
attention. For it muſt have been demonſtrably 


evident that I could hav. e no private or perſonal 
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views in the buſineſs, even if I had not fo pointedly 
diſclaimed them. And that the diſregard, 1 8 
contempt, and abhorrence with which I has 
heard the books alluded to occaſionally branded, 
are either juſt nor reaſonable, I am ſtill fo igno- 
rant or ſo obſtinate as not to comprehend, But 
when I conſider the exceeding variety of tempers, 
diſpoſitions, characters, and purſuits neceſſarily 
exiſting among fo many different perſons, that 1 
ſhould not have found one gentleman to iecond 
me, is, I confets, a ſubject of extreme aſtooilſh- 
ment. For when a topic, pregnant with religious 
ideas, and profe/ſedly (even if we luppole it mil- 
takenly) founded on the grand baſis of Chriſt 
anity, claimed nothing more thana deliberate dit 
cuſſion, where were the promoters of th 3 
Reform Bill? When the cauſe of a {ul © and 
perſecuted individual preſſed (though obliquely, 
and by inſinuation only) on the notice or the 
Houle, where were the meritorious defenders of 
Muir and Palmer? When dangers (however vi 
ſionary) were announced as threatening this Par- 
liament and this nation, where were the indctati- 
gable detectors of the affiliated democratic Socie- 
ties? When imputed inſanity was propoted for 
conſideration, where were the invincible bulw arks 
that preſerved regal delirium from an intrulive 
Regency? When the ſubject of uoivertal peace 
was offered as a matter of calm reflection, where 
were all the ſtrenuous and able oppoſers of the 
preſent calamitous war? When bolts and bars, 
impriſonment and chains, were pathetically held 


up to view for commulcration and relitet, where 
were the perievering denunciators of the African 


Slave Trade? Alas! alas! they muſt have all 
been ſick, or fleeping, or peradventure on 4 


journey. Well, 


(0 3 

Well, Sir, though my Motion of that day did 
thus ſurpriſingly fall to the ground, I moſt impli- 
citly truſt it did not wholly fail of its intended ef- 
fet. Many Gentlemen, I am convinced, did read 
Mr. Brothers's books during the interval of the 
receſs, and ſome I knew to have applied for and 
received them from the author himſeif previouſly 
to that period, Wherefore, though by my former 
iI ſucceſs, ] am precluded from direct application 
to the contents of thoſe books, I am perfectly 
warrantable in alluding to them, as of public no- 
toriety : and indeed few compoſitions, ſince print- 
ing was firſt invented, have excited more general 
attention. Any man who conſiders my former 
motion, mult at once diſcover that it led to thoſe 


which I preſume to offer this day: and I ſhould 


have thought my ſelf unpardonably negligent of 
my duty, whether as a Legiſlator or a Chriſtian, 
if J had ſuffered the buſineſs to evaporate after 
once tak ing it up, without at leaſt ſtraining every 
nerve to procure ſome ſubſtantial redreſs for the 

rſon who is known to have been the ultimate 
object of my excrtions, 

Had I 1a the former caſe ſucceeded, it would 
have becn very natural, Sir, that I ſhould beg of 
the Houle at large, to point out any paſſage in 
the books I have mentioned, from whence the 
flighteit tendency of a treaſonable intention could 
be inferred. I myſelf know of none. That alone 


which had been hinted to me, and which I had 


any rcaſon to ſuſpect as in the remoteſt degree 
liable to ſuch an imputation, I clearly explained 
upon the former occaſion. And the more point- 
edly to evince my perfect conviction of the inno- 


cence of theſe books, as far as treaſon is concerned, 


I hcre, in the face of the Houſe adopc the whole 
of 
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1 
of them as my own. I ſubſcribe to every aſſor— 
tion in them from the firſt to the laſt; I make my- 


{elf a conſcious, a willing accomplice to all the 
guilt contained in them—* 7{avetis coiſitentem 


-1eum,” and I deſire nothing more than to be pro- 


cecded againſt legally and up to final judgment 
and ſentence upon thoſe grounds. 

If now there be Treaſon lurking in theſe pub- 
Iications, I am committed beyond all evalion, and 
Gentlemen know what to think of me: but ! am 
firmly convinced no ſuch acculation can be 
thought to attach, and that I am in no danger. 
And as, | truſt, that hitherto, and up to the very 
inſtant of theſe aflertions, I have ever maintained 
the character of a faithful ſubject, and true to my 
oath of allegiance, I ſhall, for the preſent, venture 
to aſſume it as a fact, that the Writings in queſtion, 
as jar as they go, are not treaſonable. Their au- 
thor then mult have incurred this dreadivl impu— 

ation from ſome other circumſtancę. Is it offen- 
live, is it indecent, is it unparliamentary, to en— 
quire of what nature theſe damning circumſtances 
may be ?---for I neither know, nor have heard, 
nor can poſſibly conjecture any one. Laſt year, 
when various perſons were taken up by a ſimilar 
interference of the Executive Power, we were 
fairly and candidly told the grounds of their ar- 
reſt; the formation of, or connection with popu- 
lar ſocieties, formed on principles reſembling thoſe 
of the Jacobin Clubs in France, and deemed to 
be equally ſubverſive of all regular government, 
were the oſtenſible plea of their impriſonment, 
Here is a ground to ſtand upon. Here is a fact 
held up to the warning of every one. To be 
Member of a Club, or at leaſt of a certain de- 
ſcription of Club, ſubjects a man to the aig 
55 | 0 
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Well, Sir, though my Motion of that day did 
thus ſurpriſingly fall to the ground, I moſt impli- 
citly truſt it did not wholly fail of its intended ef- 
fet. Many Gentlemen, I am convinced, did read 
Mr. Brothers's books during the interval of the 
receſs, and {ome I knew to have applied for and 
received them from the author himſelt previouſly 
to that period. Wherefore, though by my former 
ill ſucceſs, ] am precluded from direct application 
to the contents of thoſe Books, I am perfectly 
warrantable in alluding to them, as of public no- 
toriety : and indeed few compoſitions, ſince print- 
ing was firſt invented, have excited more general 
attention. Any man who conſiders my former 
motion, muſt at once diſcover that it led to thoſe 
which I preſume to offer this day: and I fhould 
have thought mylclf unpardonably negligent of 
my duty, whether as a Legiſlator or a Chriſtian, 
if I had ſuffered the buſineſs to evaporate aiter 
once taking it up, without at leaſt ſtraining every 
nerve to procure ſome ſubſtantial redreſs for the 
perſon who is known to have been the ultimate 
object of my exertions. 

Had I in the former caſe ſucceeded, it would 
have been very natural, Sir, that I ſhould beg of 
the Houſe at large, to point out any paſſage in 
the books I have mentioned, from whence the 
lighteit tendency of a treaſonable intention could 


be inferred, I mytelt know of none. That alone 
which had been hinted to me, and which I had 


any realon to ſuſpect as in the remoteſt degree 
liable to ſuch an imputation, I clearly explained 
upon the former occaſion. And the more point- 
edly to evince my perfect conviction of the inno- 
cence of theſe books, as far as treaſon is concerned, 


I here, in the face of the Houſe adopt the mor 
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of them as my own. I ſubſcribe to every aſſor- 
tion in them from the firſt to the laſt; I make wy- 
ſelf a conſcious, a willing accomplice to all the 
guilt contained in them“ 7Habetis confitentem 
eum, and I defire nothing more than to be pro- 
ceeded againſt legally and up to final judgment 
and ſentence upon thoſe grounds. 

If now there be Treaſon lurking in theſe pub- 
lications, I am committed beyond all evalion, and 
Gentlemen know what to think of me: but I am 
firmly convinced no ſuch acculation can be 
thought to attach, and that I am in no danger. 
And as, I truſt, that hitherto, and up to the very 
inſtant of theſe aſſertions, I have ever maintained 
the character of a faithful ſubject, and true to my 
oath of allegiance, I ſhall, for the preſent, venture 
to aſſume it as a fact, that the writings in queſtion, 
as jar as they go, are not treaſunable. Their au- 
thor then mult have incurred this dreadful impu— 
tation from ſome other circumſiance, Is it offen- 
five, is it indecent, is it unparliamentary, to en- 
quire of what nature theſe damning circumſtances 
may be ?---for I neither know, nor have heard, 
nor can poſſibly conjecture any one. Laſt year, 
when various perſons were taken up by a ſimilar 
interference of the Executive Power, we were 
fairly and candidly told the grounds of their ar- 


/ reſt ; the formation of, or connection with popu- 


lar ſocieties, formed on principles reſembling thoſe 
of the Jacobin Clubs in France, and deemed to 
be equally ſubverſive of all regular government, 
were the oſtenſible plea of their impriſonment, 
Here is a-ground to ſtand upon. Here is a fact 
held up to the warning of every one. To be 


Member of a Club, or at leaſt of a certain de- 


ſcription of Club, ſubjects a man to the 2 
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of treaſonable practices. Was Mr. Brothers in- 
ititutor of any ſuch Club? Was he even Member 
of any Club ar all? I anfwer, authoritatively, No. 
Well, bur it may be ſaid, if a number . 
be collected together, even without the form or 
name of a Club, treaſon may ſcill be diſſeminated 
at ſuch aſſembly. If the names of Preſident, or 
Chairman, and Secretary, be commuted for thoſe 
of Miniſter and Clerk, the miſchief may be no 
leſs ſerious and no leſs apparent. For do we not 
know, that Oliver Cromwell was himfelt a Preach- 
cr, and ſubverted the Conſtitutional Government 
of the country. by means of Field Preachers? I 
anſwer, Mr. Brothers was no Preacher : he never 
aſſen,bled, nor thought of aſſembling any congre- 
gation what: ver; and he had neither more inten- 
tion nor more appearance of collecting an aſſem- 
bly for feditious purpoſes, or for any purpoſe 
whatever beyond that of general converſation, than 
you, Sir, have at your Levee, or the Preſident of 
the Royal Society at his Break faſts. 

Mr. Brothers was generally at home a few hours 
in the morning, Inclination, curioſity, example, 
occaſionally belief in his predictions, induced va- 
rious perſons to call upon him, and he was never 
denied to them. Members of Parliament and 
N of Quality have met there without bluſh- 

g, and without offence. Sometimes he was ci- 
villy treated, very often cavilled at, and not ſel- 
dom abuſed ; but he was uniformly calm, oblig- 
ing, and conſiſtent with all. In this part, there- 
fore, of his conduct I am totally at a loſs to diſ- 
cover any outlines of the traitor ; and if others, 
more quick- ſighted than myſelf, have ſeen deeper 
into this particular, I hope it will be communi- 
cated to us this day for general information, Ar- 


guing 
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guing however, from my own perſonal knowledge 
of him, as far as it goes, I aſſert with no leis 
boldneſs of his way ot living than of his books, 
that no treaſon whatever can be detected in ei- 
ther. 

It follows, that if there be no treaſon, there 
mult be much inſanity about him. For fome- 
thing, undoubtedly, we mult aſſume as the caule, 
originally of his arreſt, and hitherto of his impri- 
ſonment, By what teſt ſhall we try him on this 
head? I ſincerely hope not by the inveſtigation ac 
the King's Arms Tavern; for if the proceedings 
which I wean to move for, are fairly brought for- 
ward, as doubtleſs they will be, I am ſure I ſhall 
prove the evidence, on that head, to have been 
compleatly inſufficient and nugatory. 

Now, Sir, if the books 1 tormerly moved for, 
lay at preſent upon your Table, 1 would deſire 
neither more nor better evidence than they con- 
tain, to evince, to the ſatisfaction of every reaſon- 
able man, that the writer has not the ſlighteſt 
tincture of inſanity about him. What is the ob- 
ject profeſſedly propoſed by thoſe books? the re- 
ſtoration of Peace. From one end to the other, 
in every page, and in every ſentence, we may 
viſibly trace this one grand prominent feature, 
Sometimes it is urged on the ſcore of political ad- 
vantage, ſometimes on principles of religious du— 
ty: here it is recommended by a ſtriking picture 
of its beneficial conſequences, there contraſted by 
a terrific diſplay of the calamities of war: now 


it is recommended by intreaty, then inforced by 


denunciations. The author ſhifts his arguments, 
and diverſifies his repreſentations, to ſuit every 
ſpecies of underſtanding, and accommodate him- 
ſelf to all the various claſſes of his readers; and 
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5 
is this mad no,, Is that verſatility of thought and 
ſentiment, which in all other writers is deemed one 
of the firſt eſſentials of genins, to be wantonly 
and unfeelingly miſconſtrued as the wandering 
of deranged intellect, becauſe it may not exactly 
ſuit the temper of the times? Forbid it every 
principle of Virtue and Juſtice; forbid it every 
ſpark of Humanity and Philanthropy ! In proot 
of what I have here faintly attempted to deſcribe, 
I might appeal to a thouſand paſſages ſcattered 
over every part of Mr, Brothers's works; but I 
will produce only one; it is in the 41ſt page of 
the ſecond book, and a more ſtriking example o 
ſound abilities and correct imagination, I am well 
perſuaded, could no where be ſelected from De- 
moſthenes or Cicero, or any-of the beſt human au- 
thors, ancient or modern. It is a comment on 
the 27th verſe of the 7th chapter of Daniel. 

And the Kingdom and Dominion, and the 
greatneſs (meaning the power) of all the King- 
doms under the whole Heaven, will be given to 
the people and ſaints of the Moſt High: his 
kingdom 1s an everlaſting kingdom, and all do- 
minions mult ſerve and obey him. 1 8 

„ This is that real kingdom of heaven, of 
Chriſtianity in practice to believe and obey God, 
which was commanded by Chriſt to preſerve the 
ſoul of man, and a due knowledge of himſelf; 
preached by the Apoſtles, and through them the 
foundation of it laid in all nations; though de- 
termined from the firſt tranſgreſſion of Adam, 
and begun more than ſeventeen hundred years ago 
with all the materials ready prepared, from the 
multiplied interruptions of war and other cauſes 
incident to human kingdoms, like the ſecond tem- 
ple Jerufalem—long in building——This 
a mighty 
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mighty Structure is not finiſhed yet, This is 

that Stone cut out without hands, mentioned by 

the Prophet Daniel in his fecond chapter, 34th 

and 25th verſes, which breaks the head and the 

feet, the gold and the ſilver, the brats, the iron, 
and the clay, of the Great Image of Human Power 
do pieces: and this is the kingdom mentioned by 
XZ the ſame prophet in the 44th verſe following, 
which is to break in pieces and conſun'e all other 
kingdoms; but which is to remain itſelf for ever. 
The name of this univerſal Kingdom is Pracꝝ; — 
It has the bleſſed Goſpel for its Government, and 
the Lord God for its Ring.“ 

In what I have taken the liberty to ſtate to the 
Houſe on the preſent occaſion, I hope, Sir, I ſhall 
not be ſo widely miſunderſtood, as if I endeavours 
ed to throw an odium, or fer up an accuſation 
againſt any of the members of adminiſtration, or 
any other perſon of reſpectability whatever. I have 
no fuch intention. But if ſpics and informers, 
baſely ſtabbing a man's fair fame in the dark, have 
3 miſled the candid and unſuſpecting minds of liberal 
= gentlemen, let us unmaſk their hypocriſy, and 
= reſcue their victim from unmerited puniſhment. 

If medical pretenders, by reliance on viſionary 
theories, or with a deep-laid plot of ſyſtematic 
villany, have conſpired to cry down a man's in- 
tellect, and rob him ot heaven's choicelt inheri- 
tance, his ſanity of un derſtanding, let us expoſe 
their ignorance or Chattiſe their depravity by ef- 
fectual interference. All I wiſh, is, to procure 
redreſs for an undelerving ſufferer as 1 deem him, 
or to gain ſome conviction of the juſtice of his 
ſufferings. And that this, Sir, is not an eaſy mat- 
ter, nor a matter attainable through any regular 
official channel, I hope to make tully evident z 


nor indeed do 1 know any channel, but that of 
B 2 the 
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the inquiſitorial authority of this Houſe, by which 
the relief I ſpeak of, which gentlemen will allow 
muſt neceſſarily be prompt, if we would have it 
efficacious, can poſſibly be obtained. The perſon 
in queſtion 1s, as a ſuſpected traitor, in the power 


of the ſecretary of ſtare—as a lunatic he is immedi- 


ately under the Lord Chancellor. It I apply to 
chancery, I muſt expect to be told he is a ſtate 
priſoner under warrant from government for treaſon- 
able practices. If I refer to the Secretary of State's 
office, I ſhall have the ſame anſwer as given to 
another friend of his, “that he is not properly 
under that department, but as a lunatic 1s to be 
ſent to ſome hoſpital, where, perhaps, by leave of 
the governor, I may be permitted to fee him.” Be- 
tween thele two noble perſonages, while I am 
bandied about as a ſhuttlecock, Mr. Brothers 
may be transferred to a third or a fourth depart- 
ment, whither all my induſtry may be exerted in 


vain to trace him. All I require, therefore, is 


to diſcover with preciſion, whether this Mr. 
Brothers be a traitor or a lunatic. He may pol- 
{ibly be neither: but it is morally certain he can- 


not be both. I neither wiſh to palliate any crimes 


he may have committed, nor to ſcreen him from 
any merited puniſhment of the law. 
A few words more, Sir, and I have done. TI 


have cauſed to be delivered at the door a printed 


paper, written, I confeſs, partly on another ſub- 
ject of perſonal controverſy, though bearing im- 


mediately alſo on my preſent Motion; it is an 
Eſſay on the Slain Lamb of the Revelations, I moſt 


ſincerely apologize for its intruſion, and I hope I 
ſhall be forgiven, when I mention that ic is done 
preciſely for the purpole of taking ſhame to my- 
ſelf, in having there inſerted a propoſition which 
is not warranted by tact, As 
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As far as that aſſertion goes, I can ſay nothing 
in my own defence. I admit it to be falſe, and! 
aſk pardon for its inſertion, I have there ſaid, 
that © the verdict of Lunacy was brought in at 
the very Meeting before ever the perſon to be decided 
en was exomined at all,” and I now know that his 
examination was previous to the verdict they had 


only made up their minds to it, before they ſaw him. 


Teat my words. 
Now with 1eſpe&t to the documents which I 


move for, they cannot, I think, betray any ſecrets 


of ſtate, For if there exiſts a plot of which go- 
vernment wiſh to explore the different ramifica- 
tions, before they promulgate their information, | 
think the verdict of Lunacy is effectually done 
away. A confpiracy headed by a madman can 
be no very tremendous object, nor do | think his 
accomplices could have ſo long lain hid, When 
their chief was in confinement. And if this ſup— 
poſed conſpiracy lay in his books, why, atter the 
open warning I gave three weeks ago, has no ſtep 
been taken to impede their circulation ? 

The examination before the privy council I 
am pretty well aſſured, may be publiſhed without 
any danger. All was politeneſs, candour, and 
good ſenſe in that quarter: and though curiofity 
might be gratited by the publication, no new ar- 
ticle would from thence be added to the catalogue 
of exiſting treaſons. 

Of the verdict of Inſanity have little to ſay. 
The jurymen themſelves ate not very conſiſtent 
in their accounts of it, which may a little palliate 
the error I have acknowledged; but if their pro- 


_ ceedings be granted to my "motion, opinion then 


will have ſomething ſolid to reſt on. 
I now conclude, moſt earneſtly entreating gen- 
tlemen 
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tlemen to conſider themſelves, as Repreſentatives 


of the whole Britiſh nation, to be meritoriouſly 
employed in redreſſing, where it may be poſſible, 
the accidental oppreſſions of any one Britiſh indi- 
vidual, however obſcure? And I hope that a man 
who has creditably ſerved his king and country in 
the royal navy, the pride and bulwark of the em- 
pire, will never appeal in vain to a Britiſh Houle, 
of Commons.“ | 
I therefore move *© that a copy of the warrant 
of the Secretary of State for the apprehending of 
RIchARD BROTHERS, be laid before this Houſe, 
together with a copy of the information on which 


the warrant was grounded. 


Mr. HaLnep having given in his motion, the 


Speaker aſked, who ſeconds this motion ? There 
being no anſwer, the Speaker ſaid, as this motion 


1s not ſeconded, it cannot be put from the chair, 
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